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DISCLAIMER
The following information is for your personal use and 

understanding only. This is not a substitute for professional 

advice. Be very careful about providing environmental 

conditions to or answering questions for potential buyers.

Always direct your client to local municipal, County and/or 

WDNR staff if they have questions!



WHAT IS A WETLAND?

➢Wis. State Legislature defines a wetland as, “An area where water is at, 

near or above the land surface long enough to be capable of supporting 

aquatic or hydrophytic (water-loving) vegetation and which has soils 

indicative of wet conditions” (1978).

➢Some types include:

oWet meadow (marsh)

o Shrub-carr (dogwood)

o Wooded swamp

WI Wetlands Association



WHY ARE WETLANDS IMPORTANT?

➢Environmental Functions

oWater quality protection

o Shoreland protection

o Fish & wildlife habitat 

o Floral diversity

o Flood control

o Groundwater recharge

➢Human Benefits

oWater supply

o Flood protection

o Recreational opportunities

▪ Waterfowl hunting

▪ Birdwatching

▪ Fishing

▪ Canoeing / Kayaking



WHO REGULATES WETLANDS?

➢Federal: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)

oWaters of the U.S. (WOTUS) under the Clean Water Act

➢State: Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 

(WDNR)

o State wetlands

➢Local: Counties and Municipalities

o Shoreland zoning 

o Setbacks & conservation easements



WHY IS KNOWING WETLANDS’ LOCATIONS 
IMPORTANT FOR NEW HOME CONSTRUCTION? 

➢You cannot disturb a wetland area or build within a setback even if you 

did not know a wetland was present. 



HOW CAN I CHECK IF I HAVE A POTENTIAL 
WETLAND AREA ONSITE?

➢WDNR Surface Water Data Viewer (SWDV) 

o https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/SurfaceWater/swdv

o Layers: ✓ Mapped Wetlands (Orange), ✓ Wetland Indicators & Soils (Purple)

o Mapped wetland onsite (must be delineated in the last 5 years) 

o Planned disturbance within 75 ft of indicator soils

➢Aerial wetness signatures

o Visible standing water

o Areas of dead (inundated) crops in farm fields

o Nearby navigable waterway (WOTUS) or tributary

▪ Shown as dashed blue lines in SWDV

County and Municipal GIS websites may 

have mapped wetland layers, but do not 

always include indicator soils. 

Check the WDNR SWDV for the most 

up-to-date wetland data.

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/SurfaceWater/swdv
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Wetland areas and 

setbacks limit home size 

and placement.



REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS INVOLVING 
WETLANDS

➢Addendum W – Wetlands is a legal document 

that can be filed as an addendum to an offer to 

purchase

o WDNR host link: 

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Wetlands/addendum.html

➢Allows buyers an opportunity to verify that 

wetlands are present on a property and to 

negotiate a mutual remedy with the seller if 

wetlands are confirmed

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Wetlands/addendum.html


WHAT IS A FLOODPLAIN?

➢Wis. State Legislature defines a floodplain as, “land which has been or 

may be covered by flood water during the regional flood.” 

➢Regional flood is defined as, “a flood determined to be representative of 

large floods known to have occurred in Wisconsin or which may be 

expected to occur on a particular lake, river or stream once in every 100 

years.”

FEMA, National Flood Insurance Program Guidebook, 2009

Just because regional floods have a 1 

in 100 chance of happening any given 

year, does not mean they won’t occur 

back-to-back!
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IN SUMMARY. . .

If questions arise, always have the Buyer reach out to 

the lot’s local Shoreland Zoning staff and environmental 

professionals!



ANY QUESTIONS?

Contact Us:

1377 Midway Road, P.O. Box 449

Menasha, WI 54952

(920) 731-0381

Abby Maslanka, P.E.   

Project Engineer III   

abbym@martenson-eisele.com  

mailto:abbym@martenson-eisele.com

	Slide 1:  
	Slide 2: Disclaimer  
	Slide 3: What is a wetland?
	Slide 4: Why are wetlands important?
	Slide 5: Who regulates wetlands?
	Slide 6: Why is knowing Wetlands’ Locations Important for New Home Construction? 
	Slide 7: How can I check if I have a potential wetland area onsite?
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10: Real Estate Transactions involving Wetlands
	Slide 11: What is a FLOODPLAIN?
	Slide 12
	Slide 13: IN SUMMARY. . .  
	Slide 14: Any Questions?

